IN THIS ISSUE: 
WH 7% ADAPTATION OF А STORY BY 








HEH, НЕН” BACK AGAIN, Т SEE BACK FOR MORE GW/LLS IN TALES FROM TNE CRYPT? WELCOME,THEN! 
WELCOME TO JWE CRYPT OF TERROR IT'S YOUR NOST IN HORROR THE ORYPT-KEEPER , READY TO 
GUROLE YOUR 82000 WITH ANOTHER CREEPS COLLECTORS ITEM” SO COME INT IN 7///6 YARN, YOU 
WILL BE THE MAIN CHARACTER! OH, YOU'D 4/ЖЕ THAT? WELL, WE'LL SEES EVERYTHING THAT NAPPENS 
WILL BE SEEN THROUGH YOUR THE MAIN ОМАЛАСТЕЯ 8. EVES I ЯҒАОУ? THEN START LIVING THE 
TALE I GALL 


رز 

You ОРЕН YOUR EYES, AND THE GLARING LIGHT 
OVERHEAD BLINDS YOU f SUDDENLY YOU REALIZE 
THAT YOU HAVE BEEN UNDER A SWIRLING SEA OF 
DARKNESS AND HAVE ONLY NDW СОМЕ TO THE 
SURFACE! A GREY HAZE HANGS OVER YOU. BUT 
SOON, EVEN THAT CLEARS AWAY LIKE СОВМЕВ5 
BEING SWEPT ASIDE BY А FASTIDIOUS LY WELDED 
DUSTER” THINGS СОМЕ INTO FOCUS fJELLIED 
OBJECTS SLOWLY FREEZE INTO SOLIDITY’A FIGURE 


BENDS OVER YOU, SHIELDING THE OVERHEAD GLARE 
FROM YOUR LIGHT~SENSITIVE EVES 


САН YOU...GAN YOU SEE МЕ? 
NOD YOUR #640 IF YOU CAN 





‘YOU NOD YOUR HEAD, LOOKING 

UP AT TRE FIGURE BENDING OVER 
YOU! HIS BEADY LITTLE EYES 
ФАНСЕ BEHIND THICK CRYSTAL- 
LIKE GLASSES! HE GRINS.. 


1 ANEW ITT I ##6M1L 
GOULD 00 IT? OH, WE WILL 
BE AA MOUS, YOU AND 17 

THE WORLD WILL FLOCK 
TO SEE us! 


X WILL RE BAGH..LATER! І MUST 90 


OUT ዖፃልሃያ NOW f (T ІЗ TIME TO GIVE 


ANOTHER SHOWS RESTI UNTIL LATER... 


© 
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ЖЕРТ 


МЕЛ 


YOU LOOK AROUND! YOU ARE 
IN А BMALL INSTRUMENT—CLUT- 
TERED ROOM f GLASS CABINETS 
FILLED WITH TEST-TURES LINE 
THE WALLS STRANGE SHAPEO 
MACHINES SURROUND YOU! THE 
FIGURE STANDING OVER YOU 
PATS YOUR CHEST REASSURINGLY. 

DON'T TRY То WOVE. 
JUST 27 THERE f GAN YOU 
TALKS CAN YOU BAY 
ANYTHING? 


2 


7 
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‘OU ОРЕМ YOUR MOUTH SOME = 
WHERE ВАОК UNDER THAT SEA ОҒ 
QLACKNESS YOU HAVE JUST RISEN 
FROM 15 THE MEMORY OF SPEECHE 
YOU OPEN YOUR ዘርህፐክ,80ፐ ONLY 
А CHOKING GURSLE SPILLS OUT... 

THAT'S ALL RIGHT 700 
NOT WORRY / YOU WILL 
TALK ASAINI T WILL 

b. TEACH You” NOW... 


ACROSS YOUR WRISTS HOLD THEM FASTf YOU CALL 
QUT SURPRISED AT THE GARGLED SCREECHINESS ОҒ 
YOUR OWN VOICE YOU LOOK DOWN TOWARDS YOUR 
FEET ...ልፐ THE HEAVY SCUFFED SHOES AND THE SANDS 


How 010 YOU SET HERE? WHAT HAS HAPPENED 
TO YOU? WHAT (8 THIS FIEND TRYING TO 20 TO YOU 
WOW? А GOLD CHILL OF FEAR SHIVERS OVER YOU? 
YOU TUG АМО STRAIN! THE STRAPS ACROSS YOUR 
09657 PART LIKE PAPER AND YOU SIT UP, TEARING 
YOUR ARMS LOOSE... YOUR LESS 


== 





YOU CRAWL THROUGH THE OPEN EOPLE.. MANY PEOPLE...MOVE tN 
WINCOW OF THE ROOM OUT INTO THE LIGHT...AYLY LAUGHING... 
THE NIGHTS THE COOL NIGHT, TALKING f SOMEWHERE, A CAL LIO 
FILLED WITH A THOUSAND VOIGES..4 | PLAYS... ITS MUSIC DRIFTING INTO 
A MILLION FLICKERING STARS? THE DARKNESS f A HARSH Ү0ІЮЕ 
TO YOUR RIGHT, LIGHTS GLEAM сая, LURING. PROMISING.. n 
HURRAY... HURRY... 
RIONT THIS WAY! SEE 
WARO'S WAX MUSEUM... 
SEE THE CHAMBER 
OF HORRORS... 


ሺ 
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SUDDENLY THE DOOR 15 DPENED ONCE MORE ONLY 
[THIS TIME THERE 48 NO LAUGHTER NO MUSIGfSHDUTS 
OF p JOREAMS OF TERROR POUR IN АТ YOUL.. 
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ООТЗТЕР5 CLATTER AFTER YOU, BUT THEY GEHIND YOU, A GENTLE PURRING GROWS LOUDER AND 


SOON FADE! THE AMUSEMENT PARK IS VERY FAR 
AWAY WHEN YOU FINALLY SLOW DOWN TO À 
WALK! YOU GASP FOR BREATH — ANO YOUR 
POUNDS IN YOUR GHEST LIKE A PISTON! YOU ARE 
ON A COUNTRY ROAD! THE RIABON OF OONCRETE 
WINDS AWAY INTO THE DARKNESS? YOU MOVE 


= 


THE GAR PULLS UP BESIDE YOU] I You OPEN THE 00047 FOR А 
THE DRIVER GALLS TO YOU... MOMENT НЕ LOOKS AT YOU, HOR- 
ს” WANY A RIDE INTO መጓ LMIFIEDS THEN HE SCREAM 

መሙ-- сй ы 
დაუდ." 7 | 


WHY DO THEY SCREAM WHEN THEY 
SEE YOU? THAT FRIGHTENED, TER- 
RIFYING SCREAMING? YOU WANT 
ТО STOP ITfY0U OLAP YOUR HAND 
OVER HIS MOUTH! BUT HIS EYES 





THE САР PURRS ALONG THE AND THEN YOU SEE (Tf THE | You SLIP FROM THE CAR ል 
CONCRETE RIBBON SMOOTHLY !THE | | SMALL WHITE GOTTASE! YOUR CROSS THE FRESHLY 

ROAD SLIPS FROM THE DARKNESS | | FOOT DEPRESSES THE BRAKE 

AHEAD INTO YOUR HEADLIGHT PEDAL AUTOMATICALLY AS YOU 

SEAM AND DOWN UNDER THE SWING INTO THE DRIVEWAY YOU'VE 

HUMMING WHEELS? SOON HOUSES | [DONE IT A THOUSAND TIMES 

BEGIN TO APPEAR! YOU ARE BEFORE? YOU KNOW iT.. 

COMING {NTO TOWNSAND THINGS 

SEEM FAMILIAR TO YOU... 





YOu HAMMER ANX/OUSLY ON THE NEAT GLEAN 
FRONT DOORS UPSTALRS, А LIGHT GOES ON! FOOT- 
STEPS ОЕЅСЕМО INSIDE.. 

DOWN THE STEPS! THE 


AND NOW SHE'S RUNNING UP THE STAIRS, SGREAM- | | AND NOW SHE'S IN THE BEDROOM, AND YOU RE 
ING AND YOU'RE RUNNING AFTER HER... CALLING НЕВ | MOVING TOWARD HER...PLEADING! BUT THERE'S NO) 
МАМЕ? ONLY IT ISN'T HER NAME THAT ERUPTS FROM | | RECOGNITION IN HER EYES..ONLY WILD HYSTERIA 
YOUR THROAT f IT'S A CHOKING, GARBLED , GUTTERAL 
SNARL... = = 
KEEP AWAY? 68, LORD 
HELP? HELP! A 





DDENLY SHE'S @OWE...BACKWARDS...OUT THE WIN-] 
Ом AND HER SCREAM (8 GUT SHORT BY THE DULL 
THUD AZ HER FLAILING BOOY HITS THE BACKYARD 
PATIO BELOW! YOU RUSH TO THE WINDOW...2TARING| 
DOWN AT ከ፳ሸ...5386[86.. 


FOU WHEN Е YOU 
SEEM? THE PLACE (5 

ОЛАР! ING WITH COPS!) 
YOU SHOULDN'T HAVE 


І МАСЕ YOU L/VE. І ALWAYS BEL/EVED IT WAS 
POSS/SLE SOUT THERS ..ሀ4 MY CHAMBER OF 


«ANO NIS MONSTERS YOU'RE AY MONSTE! Y 
FRANKENSTEIN. WHAT AN EXHIBIT YO 

MAKE! IT'LL BE FAMOUS! I'LL...T LL.. DON'T... 
LOOK ar me... LIKE TWAT МОЎ EE, ЕЕ 


YOU'RE #/#£ 7 1 MADE YOU! 
т. ANEW L COULD DO IT...ANO I 
DIDS І тоок PARTS OF 80004 
ANO І PUT THEM JOCETNERS 
AND І TOOK А BRA/W...A BHAIN 
OF A MAN WHO 0/60 OUT THERE... 
IN MY WAX AUSEUM... А МАН 
NAMED MATHUR STONES NE 
DIED OF A HEART ATTACH... 
ANO 1 ЛАЖ A/S BRAIN... 





НЕМ YOU'RE STARING АТ THE 


Ано THEN YOU STUMSLE FROM 
TABLE AUS...8LO0D-GUROLING 


THE ROOM INTO THE WAX MUSEI 
LEAVING HIS LIFELESS 800Ү 
SPRAWLED AMID THE MOU IPMENT „n. 
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THEN YOU'RE RUNNING SGREAM- 
UT IN THE MIDWAY., 


THES BOING 
INTO THAT 
EXHIBIT... 


SUDDENLY, THE PASSAGEWAYS ARE FLOODED IN ND NO MATTER WITCH 
BRILLIANT LIGHT? FIGURES LEAP AT YOU FROM ALL MADDENING REVOLTING REFLECTION 
SIDES... HORRIBLE, DISFIGURED, STITCHED -FLESHED 

FIGURI сі 


UNTIL...WHEN THEY FIND Y0U...THE LIFE LENT TO YOUR MON- 
STROUS SKIN-SEWN SODY HAS FADED... ESCAPED FROM EACH 
COUNTLESS LONG DEAD SECTION...SUBTRAGTED FROM THE SUM- 
PRODUCT OF HORROR THAT ADDED ህ TO YOU..DRIVEN FROM YOU 
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НЕН,НЕН! NOW THAT THE ORYP7- KEEPER HAS FINISHED DISHING OUT W/S OLD OIL, IT'S ЖУ TURN TO 
ENTERTAIN YOU РЕМО? WELCOME ONCE MORE TO THE VAULT OF NORRORS THIS 15 YOUR VAULT: KEEPER, 


WITH ANOTHER WORAOR YARN FROM MY COLLECTIONS AND THIS ONE /Š ABOUT QIL- BLACK, GOOEY, 
ФӨЛЕУ OILI 1 CALL THS BLOOD-CURDLING HAIR- RAISER 


OIL'S WELLTHAT ENDS WAL 


THE FLASHY CONVERTIBLE CAME TOA STOP AT ል 
POINT ON THE HIGHWAY OVERLOOKING THE SPRAWL- 
ING MIDWE: Е TWO MEN ІМ THE CAR 
LOOKED D ნ, ი” 0 SMILED 

| V5LL,იხILI THERE SHE /2. THERE'S THE 
WAITING FOR US. LIKE А ዶ4/...ዐዕዛክ. 

| 3/77/М/6 BUCK...WAITING THERE IM THE 
ТО BE PLUCKED. . . CENTER OF TOWN. 


u sm ლ. እ AND THERE'S THE 
“: ጋ ና 





THE DRIVER TURNED TO THE ONE 
WITH THE CISARETTE BETWEEN 
HIS LIPS. 

LOOK, PHIL! HOW MANY Y 

TIMES HAVE І 7040 






THE ONE NAMED Sam #ТАЙТЕ ТО UNLOAD THELUS: FELD ман” 

GAGE FROM THE FLASHY CONVERTIBLE WHILE THE 

(OTHER ONE ~. ENTERED THE HOTEL АМО 
THE DESK... 


ТП LIME TWO ТООК. .ONE 


FOR MYSELF AND ONE FOR 
мү FIELD MANI 


WHERE SHALL I 


PUT THE LUGGAGE, 
МЯ. @ARBONE 


HIGHWAY! FINALLY, 
BEFORE THE ONE H 

ALL RIGHT f ON YOUR ነ/ 
TOES! HERE ዘ 907 
I'LL START SETTING 


THE @RIPS OUT? YOU 





ALLOW ME TO INTRODUCE 
МҮ НАМЕ 18 PH/LAP CARBONS 
OIL'S мү 9ს5IM699 Í I LOCATE 
OIL DEPOSITS POR 2/6 ሪ/ፈ 
COMPANIES 7 МҮ FIELD МАН, 
MR SIMPSON, HANDLES THE 
GENERAL SURVEYING OF PRO- 
SPECTIVE SITES! WE'RE 
JUST PAINE THROU 









THE MAN DEHING THE DESK UPSTAIRS..OUT OF EARSHOT... LATER, as NIGHT CAME ON... IN THE 
WATCHED AS ЗАМ CARRIED THE SAM WHISPERED ANGRILY TO PHIL... MOTEL LOBBY. 
LUGSAGE UP THE STAIRS AND PHIL. 


n- TALKING TO THAT Е OWE HUNDRED THATS WHAT 
L GLERK WITH THAT THOUSAND DOLLARS) WAYSHORE 
PSST’ HEY, JESS! ነ HE MUST BE Ч | 0/44##77+- | м. Garson? OIL COMPANY | 
D'YA MEAR THATS | #/C/// TAKE DANGLING FROM E 


PAID! ШУ 
YOUR MOUTHS И COMMISSION 
WHAT ARE YOU MN. was TEN 
TRYING TO 20. | 1 
QUEER THE á 





MORE THAN I'VE 6077 I'O 
HAVE TO BORROW... 


ч C წ 
— ғ 3 წ 
(ы GARSON? I'VE GOT TO THAT'S ALL RIGHT, 7) [ 0/2, мя GARSON? Y 
SPEAK TO YOU... SINPSON/ OUT WITH IM SURE OF IT! 
PRIVATELY! 
маи WHAT'S UP. PF 





GAM FOLLOWED PHIL UP THE STAIRS‘ BENIND UFsTAIRS IR THE ROOM, THE TWO MER SMILED! PHIL 
THEM THE HOTEL LOBBY BUZZED WITH EXCITE- DREW TNE SHADE ASIDE ARD PEERED DUT... 


— 7 THERE'S А САРМО GATHER- | HOBODY WAS ДО АД 
THEY FOUND | A/GHT HERE- IND, ЗАМ? МЕН, HEN f DID I TOOK GARE OF IT? 
O... ን у YOU TAKE CARE OF ITP | SHE'LL OOZE РОНА 
WEEK. ROW GD AHEAD 

Ж ኘ DOwR AND START THE 


J й PITCH... BUT DODUSE TNE 
21 CIGARETTE FINST? 





/ 
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Five MIRUTES LATER, FHIL CAME MAYOR JDRDDR’ I HAVE 
DOWRSTAIRS! THE LDBBY DF THE BEEN ADVISED BY MY 
HOTEL WAS JAMMED WITH TOWNS- FIELD MAH THAT THERE 
65 OIL ОН THE TOWHS, 
ТОГЕ በፍ ልክ PROPERTY... UNDEN 
BIAS THE OFT PARKS, 


ш 


"9 
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THE CROWD STOOD AROUND THE BLACK SLICK 
THAT 566060 FROM THE GROUND IN THE PARK .. 


THERE ARE TWO THINGS YOU \/ BUT WE DON'T 
GAN DO, MAYOR JORDON! YOU KNOW ANYTHING 





ል PRIVATE OIL COMPANY, OR 
DRILL FOR Іт YOURSELVES 





MAYOR JORDON TURNED TO + 
WHAT DO YOU SAY, FOLKS? OD 
WE TURN THE LAND OVER TO A 
PRIVATE COMPANY. OR RAISE 
THE MONEY AND OR/LL FOR 
THE ОН. OURSELVES .. 2 


A CORPORATION WAS FORMED? 
STOCK WAS ISSUED’ SUBSCRIPTIONS 
FROM THE TOWNSFOLK POURED IN... 





DOLLARS: MAYOR 
JORDON! THAT'S: 


ALL WE GOULD [TEN SHARES Z, 


FORGET TO COME AND 2/0 МЕ ሪዳ 
ያሂረ HIDE THE DOUGH NOW GIVE 





ATER, IN THE HOTEL ROOM... 


THEY FELL FOR የ, SAM ነ 9000” NOW AS SOON 
THEY'RE GOING TO FORM A AS THEY TURN THE 
CORPORATION AND ISSUE MONEY DVER TOUS, 
/ WE'LL PULL THE 
18 CHARGE OF THE ROUTINE. . 
ORILLINGS 


WELL,MR. GARSON 
THE STOGK ISSUE 


CHECK...POR SIXTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS’ 


S'LONG! DON'T FORGETS WG 
ME UP WITHIN 2/Х HOURS 
AFTER THEY SUAY МЕ! WE'LL 
ME ONE OF THOSE P/Z2.9,AND PHONE PICK UP THE DOUGH DN THE 
WAY QUT DF JOWN? AND FOR 
CRYIN’ OUT LOUD, DITCH 
THAT CIGARETTE. 


MAYOR JORDON RUSHED то мы? (не POURED OIL `N/ WE'LL #ደፖ | Just OUTSIDE or TOWN, THEY 
GARSOW'S HOTEL ROON MM ANSWER | INTO THAT SANDY ነ #/ቹ/ HE | FOUND THE FLASHY CONVERTIBLE. _ 
TO НІВ FRANTIC PHONE CALL . SPOT IN МЕ თი! 
THERE'S 

WHAT ГО YOU MEAN, | IT'S TRUE UNDER THERES 

SIMPSON. WE'VE SEEN 

MY FIELD MAN... 

GONE, АМО THE 

DRILLING MONEY | 
@OWE ТОО, I 
CHECKED! 


#07 WE SEARCHED CAREFULLY? HIS 

CLOTHES. ..THE САЛУ WE PROBABLY 
HID IT SOMEWHERE PLANNING ТО 
COME BACK Ано GET ITf NOW, 


Ñ | t's LOST... FOR 90007 


==, 
М 


T'O LIKE TO CLAIM HIS 
'ODY .ሃዕህ KNOW GWE | E'LL GIVE YOu А 
HIM А ДЕСЕМ? BURIALS {RELEASES 





THE warm тніок кішілі CON- 
TINUEO TO SEEP INTO THE COFFIN 
UN I AS THE HOURS DRAGSEO BY... МЕ SAM'S E 
WHAT'S ZNAT? SOME- PHIL WILL BE HERE РИ.” FOR PETE S GARE! 
THING ST/OKY..OOZINE SOON! HE'LL DIS HURRY WEFORE І DROWN! | 
INTO THE COFFIN 7 ME UF PHEW THAT WHAT /# THAT ODOR? 
MUDY WATERS SMELLS 


Sau WAS PRESSING HIS FAGE ልዘለቨ,ጩ THE SATIN 
SUCKING AT THE LAET TRACER 
OED 4 


LID OF THE COFFI: 


d \ IT'S 24/47 THANK THE 22222 
ШӘЙ илеу, PHILS DOY WNL Т ВЕ GLAD 
itt უის ТО SEE YOUR STUP/D FACE WITH 
THAT QAWMLING CIGARETTE .. 
| ANO... AND... NOW Г KNOW 
WHAT THAT STUFF 
SHELLS LINESONLORDE, 


THE CIGARETTE DANGLING FROM PHIL'S MOUTH DROPPED INTO THE 
THICK BLACK DIL А5 ne JAW PELL OPEN IN ASTONISHMENT! SUDDENLY, 





Dr Justin McGill was presenting an exhihit| 
in his field of hemopathy, perteuning to апу 
of the diseases of the blood, and as І was 

| quite interested in this study, f spent much 
of my free time assisting him іп prepanng| 
slides of blood smears 


Thad just come from the university hospital] 
with a fresh specimen of ከ1664 taken from al 
patient who was a “bleeder”, опе in whom! 
the constituents of fibrin do not oe in proper 
proportion or proper quantity, thus prevent- 
ing clot to form when bleeding takes place 
Many afflicted with this blood deficiency have 
bled to death from a simple scratch! ! 


I placed а few drops of the “bleeder's” non- 
coagulated blood on a shde and proceeded 
to study it under high-power 


1 rmsed my head slowly from the eyepiece 
when а soft voice send ın careful, 
lish, "May 


starched laboratory frock. 
She looked into my microscope In a few 
seconds she said, “Hemophilia! Delayed clot- 


are passed on from generation to generation", 
she said feebly I thought she was just an- 
other medical student going through the usual 
stages of text-book h: Һопапа. 


f soon learned that Negra was Dr. McGill's 
[best student She seemed obsessed with a 
morbid curiosity about blood, Whenever I} 
| worked іл the lab, or classihed types in ће | 

plasma depository, she would come to talk 
to me 


One day she come into the hlood bank, 
her face more blanched than usual I told 
her that she was studying too hard and re- 
quired more rest 1 leit her m charge of the 

[Болк while 1 went to the medical building | 

| to see a dying friend who was wasting away 
from no visible disease Incidentally. this poor 

| fellow was а classmate and თი acquaintance 
of Negro’s! 


When f came hack to reheve Negra, there 
was a red healthy glow to her face! 


A lew days later, my morihund friend e: 
pired. An autopsy showed a definite perni- 
cious anemia Hali of the blood-content of his | 
body had dned up in the course of a few 
weeks. Only a month before, he had under- 


That might, I took Negra to town to see a 
movie. We were returning about midnight 
when my сат was stalled by a sudden ran- 
storm. wet wires! Negro and f sat in the 
front seat, watching the rain pounding on 
the hood and windshield. Soon I began to 
doze off .. but f didn't sleep very long! 1 was 
jolted upright by long. deep, gurghng, fren- 
med, inhaling sounds!! 


I turned towards Negra Her lips were 
bloody and her mouth was stretched over the 
alabaster-white surface of her writhing nght 
forearm! She was swallowing her own blood 
ав fast as she could draw it into her spasti- 
cally contracting cheeks But she could never 
sahate her lustful thirst for as she grew strong- 
er, she also grew weaker! As she gained 
blood, she also lost blood! 


Now all was clear to me! Negra had in- 


innocent rest at last! 


But why hadn't she inflicted her blood- 
sucking upon me? Could it be that Negra, 
የከፍ reluctant vi with d 





THREE THOUSAND. 


LONG, LONS AGO... THERE WAS А 
TINY SEASIDE KINGDOM GOVERNED 


WAS MAD ABOUT MONEY. . 
ONE THOUSAND... TWO THOUSAND... 


FOUR THOUSAND. 


FAT KING WHO 


CAN'T YOU SEE IM COUNTING 
мү MONEY, ROYAL ADVISOR? 
17010 YOU NEVER TO 
INTERRUPT ME WHEN 

I'M COUNTING MY MONEY f 
NOW I'LL HAVE TO #£ #/W 
ALL OVER AGAINS ONE 
THOUSAND...TWO... 


BUT KING MONEYMADf 
TVE SOT ITIVE 
GOT IT ГА way FOR 
YOU TO ФЕТ MORE 
ዘዕዘፎሃ/ 





THREE THOUSANO. TAXES,ROYAL | YOU CHARGE) MVნLL,MMM7 | AHYTHING? YOU 
FOUR...WAAT ? YOU'VE ADVISOR? WRAT JUST THINK OF A 
THOUGHT OF A WAY ARE TAXES? THING AND ያ 
FOR ME TO SET OF MONEY AER THEM FOR ITE 
MORE MONEY, ROYAL \ YEAR FOR ROYAL 
4 SOMETHING/THATS | apvisoR? 
CALLEO 74 · 


THAT'S ALL THERE 15 7217,5ክ8, / А TAX DEGREE, | А TAX 06C%6 7 YES! TO SORT ОР А 37 
ROYAL ADVISOR? JUST ZH/NK EH, KING ALL THE TITLED PEOPLE JAZ", 69, KING 
OF SOMETHING AND JAX THEM MONEYMAD? т мү KINGDOM. COUNTS, MONEY MAD 260007 
FOR ი, EHPALL RIGHT f ISSUE უ OUNES, LORDS, ҒАР ЕТС" X WILL ISSUE THE 


A DECREE, ROYAL ል0ህ1508 . Í FORUS/HG THEIRTITLES,Z | OECREE/AWZD/47ZLY/) 
— ü TAX THEN 69,000 PIECES 
OF 6010 А YEARS 


ROYAL ADVISOR f HOW KING MONEYMAD! ALL 
MANY TIMES HAVE 1 TITLEHOLDERS HAVE 
TOLD YOU NOT TO PAID THEIR SIR ТААР 
IHTERRUPT МЕ WHEN | THERE WON'T BE ANY 
IM COURTING MY MORE MOHEY COMING 
MONEY ZNOW WHERE |, INT THINK OF SOMETHING. 





ND MONEY POURED INTO THE 
ROYAL TREASURY 


TESTED... О AVAIL. _. 
BUT L HAVE S/XTY | 100 FIEGES 
FARD OF CANVAS SAILS МҮ FAMILY 
15 HEREBY LEVIED пли WILL STARVE? 
DECREE, 


MMEDATELY! 


ROYAL AOVISORS HOW MANY | IT S THE "54/45 TAXÎ | ARE THOSE GYPSIES STILL 
TIMES HAVE I JOLO ሃ0ህ--/ KING MONEVMADS 424 WANDERING AROUNO THE 
OH.. WHAT'S THE USE? SAILE WAVE BEER 


KINGDOM, ROYAL ADVISOR? 
WHAT IS II HOW? TAXEOS NO MORE THE ONES THAT FELL 
MONEY WILL OF FORTUNES. 


TAKE ል OECREE, ROYAL ADVISOR! 

BECAUSE THERE ARE 700 NANY 

FORTUNE TELLERS IN THE 

KINGOOM , EACH ONE 18 

TAXED 100 PIECES OF SOLD WAY OUT OF TNE y / GOLD.OR YOU'LL ЗЕ 
—— “H KINGOOMS _ GE STAYING HERE А LOWS, 





KING MONEYMAD'S MADNESS FOR MONEY GREW 
AND GREW AS MORE AND MORE POURED INTO ዘይ 
TREASURY! THE MORE HE GOT, THE MORE HE 
WANTED. .. 


TAKE А DECREE,ROYAL ADVISOR! KING MONEY MAD. NINETY PIECES OF l HE'S TAXING 
ANYONE WHO OWNS А F/SH/NG HAS GONE FAA GOLD FOR A FAWING 
ROD 15 TAXED 90 PIECES ENOUGH 04. 

OF BOLO. 


THE POLE TAX’ НАФ Г TANE А DEGREE: 
BEEN COMPLETELY } то ALL THOSE WHO 
OLE TAX COLLECTED” ით HAVE RUGS IN 
THIRTY -FIVE ANY /06489 THEIR HOMES... 
THOUSAND... > 
THIRTY~SIX 
THOUSAND 
THIRYY-SEVEN. 


b E PracticaLiY EVERYONE HAD AT LEAST А #47 
URIOU ON THEIR FLOOR! THOSE WHO GOULON'T PAY WERE 
30 PIECES OF GOLD DRAGGED OFF TO PRISON.. 
GECAUSE I HAVE THAT 


TAX; LADY ያ WHEN 
IT'S PAID, HE'LL ВЕ 





THEN ТАКЕ 7222 DECREE, 
н 3 8 ROYAL ADVISORS А TAX 
SIXTY- EIGHT Ж 5 OF 20 PIECES OF GOLD 
THOUSANO, . , ይዛሪሃ 15 HEREBY LEVIED —* 
SIXTY- NINE 4: ON EVERY THUME IM 

>= THE LAND. 


ІТ SAYS THAT THE THUMB TAX’ 
MUST BE 24/2, OR TE THUMBS 
WILL ВЕ #6V0M607 + 8 
IF THEY CAN'T PAY THE 
‘THUMB TAX'...THEN THEY 
САМ? HAVE THEIR 
THUMBS! TAKE А 


НЕ FIRST MAN WAS ORAGGED TO THE CHOPPING 
THE PALACE! THE LINE WAS VERY LONG f KING MONEY- ይክ... 


MAD SAT IN THE PALAGE COURTYARONEXT TO THE АХЕ- 


FOR NOT PAYING YOUR 
— THUMB ТАХ XOU MUST 
ALL RIGHT! SRING THEM IN THE KING SAYS LOSE YOUR THUMBS... 
ONE AT ል TIM BRING THEM H 2 





FIRST HE TAXED THE, 
IWOg/LITY/ SIR TAX’ 
HE CALLED IT THEN 

THE 154/25 TAX’... 


THE S/N TAX'., THE POLE 
ТАХ", THE CARPET 


THE LINE CONTINUED TO MOVE! THE AXEMAN'S AXE 

ROSE ANO FELL SCREAMS EGHOED IM THE COURTYARO | | TNE K aR, 2 

OUTSIDE...THE LINE BEQAN TO BABSLE. THEN SHOUT? | | 570P ያ#/#/ዖ STOP ) Ано YOUR PEOPLE 

—— 7///8 71 Ам YOUR HAVI F YO 
ү INE Ўр уои” 





TAX 


THE CROWD MOVED ІМ” THE AXE МАЯ RAISED? THE KING SCREAMED? 
THE CROWD CHEERED Í THE AXE FELL? SOMESODY SENT AND PICKED IT 
UP FOR ALL 70 ЗЕЕ. ለ ዜለዕ- ا‎ –” 8(000-5ፐዳ18፪0 FORM... 





THE TALL DARK YOUNG MAN STOOD QUIETLY, NOT 
MOVING. AUNT TILDY SHOOK HER HEAD, FUBSING 


WITH HER KNITTING... 
— х 
NOF THERE'S NO USE ARGUING I 60ፐ 
MY MIHD FIXED YOU RUN ALONG WITH 
YOUR SILLY M/CKER BASKET. LAND.LAND: 
WHERE'D YOU EVE GET NOTIONS LIKE 
HAT? YOU JUST SKIT 0/7 OF HERE 





6198) Kay айшу 


итге ет >ዋመ жарын түде 
THE TALL DARK MAN SAY DOWN, HE JUST SAT THENE,STARING. THE DARK YOUNG MAN WATGHED AUNT TILDY. 
YHE BONE-PORCELAIN, FLOWERED CLOCK ON THE MANTELCHIMED SOMETHING IN MIS FACE SUGGESTED THAT 
THREE, OUT IN THE HALL, GROUPED AROUND THE WICKER BASKET, ፕዘጄ RASKET WOULON'Y BE 50 LIGHT AFTER | 
FOUR MEN WAITED, QUIETLY, HARDLY MOVING,AS IF THEY WERE AWHILE, THERE'D BE SOMETHING IN IT. 

<= 


28585 ს ROW 48007 THAT WIKER SASKET. 175 PAST SIC ' NOW МЕЛЕ ‘VE І SEEN А 
FEET LONG, AND BY THE LOOK OF TIT AIN'T LAUNDAY, AND Fk | WICKER UKE 7M47 BEFORE? 
THOSE FOUR МЕМ TOU WALKED IN WITH, YOU DONT NEED TNEM SEEMS YO ME... 0/// NOW I 

TO САКАТ THE GASKET WHY, ITS LIGHT AS 7M/57# #9 ENP |REMEMGER f IT WAS WHEN MRS. 
- DWYER PASSED AWAY NEXT 


THENE WAS ላ NOISE, TNE MANTEL 
3 CLOCK SOUNOED የዘዬ STRANGE”, 
80 THAT'S WHAT X00IM6 O Ри NOT? тм NOT TINEDLA IT SEEMED YO HER THAT IT HAD 
“თან FON, 2 THOUGHT ТОШ wERE” ( GREAT SONS O' SOSHEN ON THE «{ОН!МЕР THREE ONDE, ВЕ ONE 
WONKIN', TO SELL ME SOMETHING. / SILSERRY PIKE. L SOT А HUNDRED ANE YOU JUST GOIN’ 


WELL YOU JUST SET TILL ЖУ J, COMFORTERS, TWO HUNDRED 

COMES HOME. SHELL TAKE CARE 4 SWEATERS, AND SIX HUNDRED 

OF TOU, SHE'LL SHOO YOU OUT POT- NOLOERS iN THESE 

OF THE PARLOR 80 20704, IT'LL.. FIHGENS, NO MATTER WOW 
SKINNT THEY ARE. TOU NUN 
AND СОМЕ SACA WHEN THEYRE 
OOWE... ANO MATSE I'LL 


HE was... + ( 50 FEATHERT. SO DROWST. 80 DEEP. UNDER w TE R, Š. 
თი“ 77 А МАР. JUST A САТ-НАР NOW TOU ALMOST. OH, SO МІСЕ. WHO'S THAT MOVIN! AROUND 
DONT GET UP OFF THAT CHAIN. YOU SET ІМ THE DARK WITH MY EYES DLOSED? WHO 9 THAT 
THERE, YOU SET THERE AND DON T DOME KISSIN’ MT CHEEK? YOU, EMILT? МО. GUESS IT L 
СНЕЕРІН AROUND ME, JUST GOIN TO CLOSE WAS MT THOUGHTS. ONLT DREAMIN', DRIFTIN' 
ИТ ETES FOR А WEE SPELL... 8 DNIFTIN' OFF 





THE GLOCK OHINEO THREE AGAIN. AUNT TILDY SAT ARK YOUNG МАН 
ህዞ. THE YOUNG МАН IN THE DARK SUIT STOOD NEAR ЖО INTENTION, 
JHE DOB YOU LEAVIN" SO SOON, YOUND MAN? 
6000 THING! БИЛУ COMIN HOME ANO SHED 
пх You. NAO TO G/VE ФР, OIDN'T YOU PCOULONT 


NDOW TNE MEXT THOUSAND TEARS, 
CONVINCE WE ,OOULO YOU? WELL, OUND NAN, 


THEY'LL HAVE TO CHEW TNE ВОАМОЗ AROUND МЕ 
YOU WEEONT вотнен ООМА” BAON то TRY то... OWT LOOKIN’ LIKE THE CAT THAT 


THE FOUN MEN TREADEO NEAVILY OUT THE FRONT ОООЙ. ን THE БАЙК MAN OFFERED THE (0 оғ THE 
TILDY BTUOIED TNE WAY THEY HANOLEO THE WIOKER. (T WICKER ТО AUNT TILOY. IN PANTOMIME HE 
WASN'T HEAVY, YET THEY BTAGSERED WITH (78 WEIGHT. BHE À WONDERED IF SHE'D LIKE TO OPEN IT АМО 
GAZE INSIDE ... 2 
HERE, Wow! бір YOU STEAL SOME ОҒ MY CURIOUSPME? SHAM, HO, GET OUT 
ANTIQUES? WY BOOKS? NO THE CLOCKS? GET OUTA HERE! GOODBYES 
SOT IN THAT WICKER? 4 


THE ooon 9L4MM60. THAT WAS EMILY SHUFFLED INTO YHE PAR- Рр 
ЕН ከለጸካርር FOOL MEN WITH єму BEEN Y SCREAMING! 
IR MA990TY 10ЕА5 WAITIN’ FOR YOU. THERE 
АН HERE COMES ደ/ፈያ. ፡ WAS THE DARNDEST FOOL . 
ABOUT DWE, BUT, LANO MEN JUST HERE WITH 4 
SHE LOOKS PALE Амо FUNNY 


(7 wicker. GLAD YOU'RE 
YODAY. WALKIN’ 50 SLOW... ም HOME! EMILY... 





А WHITE-SMOCKEO МАН, EVIDENTLY А MONTIGIAN, 
GLANGEO UP FROM THE NECENTLY ANNIVED WICKEN 
АЗ AUNT TILDY STORMED INTO THE MORTUARY... 
МАОАНЕ” THIS IS € WELL.GLAD YOU FEEL THAT 
NO FIT PLACE ጋ WAY. THEM'S ЖУУ SENTIMENTS, 
FOR A GENTLE- EXACTLY. I OON'T WANT WE 
WOMANS HENE” I WANT ME WOME” I 


GOT ДШ/2 У TO FEED! SWEATERS 


TO ЖМ/77 CLOCKS TO АА... 


= აა 
НЕ MORTIO!AN OPENED THE % 
WICKER LID OASUALLY THEN, INA 
RECURRENT SERIES OF SCRUTINIES, 
WE REALIZED THAT THE BODY INSIDE 
WASIT SEEMED COULD IT BE... 
EH-THIS LADY, ፲ NO,YOU FOOL, 
HERES SHE IS... MEL со YOU 
RELATIVE! HEAR? MET , 


ጹሙ 


1 HE SHOO! 


HAPPEN? GEORG! 


т WANT ዘሃ 


‘SHE REPEATED THIS АЗ SHE WAS ЕМІСТЕО IN CON- 
BECUTIVE MOVES, LIKE A PAWN ON А CHESSEOANO, 
FNOM THE LABONATONY FINALLY, SHE SAT DOWN 
Д ON A CHAIN IN THE VESTIBULE OF THE FUNERAL 

PANLON, THENE МЕНЕ PEWS GOING ВАСК INTO 
GHEY SILENCE,ANO ለ FLOWEN SMELL... წ 

YOU CAN'T SIT THERE, MA'AM’) TM SITTIN’ 

THAT'S WHERE THE £00) HENE TILL I 
NESTS FON THE SERVICES GET WHAT L 
ም TMONNOW f 


THE MONTIGIAN CONS IOENED THE 


е 
፡ nor Times LIKE THIS DON'T 


THE MORTICIAN LOOKED AT НЕН. THEN AT THE 
МІСКЕН. НЕ MOUTHED HIS WONDS WITH APPANENT 
NELISH, AND A WINNOWING OF HIS KNIVES, TUBES, 


YOU LAY SO MUCH AS 
A CUTICLE ON THAT 
BODY Ано I'LL THRASH, 
q 


ሓመ -. :ጨጸወ 

= FOUR MEN ASSEMBLED AND 
GONVERGED. AUNT TILDY WAS A 

=) ያ LUGE FORTRESS, ARUS CROSSED IN 

© DEFIANCE... 


3 
/ 
[8 H 70 


f SHOW HER 


OUT? GET HELP FROM THE 
OTHERS! т CAN'T WORK 
WITH А CRANK PRESENTE 


Ма. CARRINGTON MORTUARY PRESIDENT, HEARD THE 
DISTUR8ANGE AND CAME TODOLINS DOWN THE AISLE 





YES.YES 50, YOU JUST GO AWAY, 


BUT HE'S ALREADY 
NOW, THERE'S NOTHING TO BE 


Мий CANNINGTON HUNNIED OFF 

AFTEN FIFTEEN MINUTES OFCOM- [PUMPING THE 22200 

PARING NOTES WITH THE MONTE FROM THE 2200 ФОНЕ. THE 8200076 RUNNING 

CIAN BEHIND CLOSED DOOWS,HE ⁄ М AND SOON THE 600VILL SE 

WETUNNED, THREE SHADES WHITEN. һу ЧДУ ALL FILLED WITH NICE FRESH 
FORH ALDEHYDE. AND 


ФЕСІСЕВ...НЕ5 ALSO PER- 
FORMING А ӨНЕР AUTOPSY? 


” — = „?2.- 
ዘዘ ANOJ THERE'S NOTHING I 7 ALL WIGHT! LM ቋድፖያ/// HERE 
THE NEXT TWO HUHORED 


CAUSE OF DEATH ዣ CAN DO, NOTHING 
Y'KNOW. HE PUMP ALL THAT FINE NEW “ 
ს” , ENSLANO 8(000 //é/#T TIME ANYONE COMES MEAR 
BACK ///70 THAT FINE: 2 . МЕТІ SPIT ДЕГДАР 
# 6፣188፻0 600ሃ/ annir ЖЖ | f RISHT SOUIAT UP THEIR 2227 _ს 

HE'S TAKEN ANYTHING OUT FON, t HOSTRIL- Б 

HIM TO ATTACH IT BACK ሃ SO | я 
IT'LL FUNCTION РЯОРЕН/ 

“აის HEAR? 


МА ፳705(68 
TELL THAT CUT-EM-UP TO 


ALL WIGHT? ALL 


_ — ғ- 
он, WOULDN'T 1? - 
if RIGHT! үру CAN 
HAVE YOUN BODY gy 
wt: გით 


YOU... YOU #OULOH'T ዐዐ 
THAT YOU., YOU'LL 4 
DISLOCATE OUR BUSINESS! © | 





FAIR ENOUGH. 
84000 IF YOU'LL Fix ხი სჩ 
ONLY TAKE /7 AND ITS A DEAL 


40; 


THEN SHE LET HERSELF FALL BAOK INTO THE 
WICKER. ል BITING SENSATION OF ARTIQ COLONESS, 
ል GREAT UNLIKELY NAUSEA, AND ለ ОІЮОҮ WHORLING, 
LIKE TWO DROPS OF MATTER FUSINO TOGETHER. 
WATER TRYING TO SEEP INTO CONORETE... 


SLES., TRYING TO ASSIST WITH BOOSTING AND 
GRUNTING MOVES OF THEIR ARMS AND HANDS. SEEP- 
ING INTO COLD GRANITE. SEEPING INTO A FROZEN 
STATUE. SQUEEZING ALL THE WAY. 





н OBLIGE! 
one 


— í - — — 5 
Ано NOW, ANY AFTERNOON ABOUT FOUR IF YOU WANT ` SHE'LL UNLOOK THE DOUBLE-BARRED, TRIPLE - 


TO VISIT AUNT TALDY,YOU JUST WALK AROUND AND | LOCKED 0008 AND SHE'LL LAUGH ANO SAY. 
{ KNOCK ON HER DOOR. THERE'S A BE BLACK FUNERAL COME in. < Гур 
WREATH ОМ IT... BUT DON'T WIND THAT. AUNT TILDY QUICKLY y, 


LEFT IT THERE. SHE HAS A SENSE OF HUMOR. JUST 
RAP ОН THE DOOR AND SHE'LL ጁል! — 
IT'S ONLY 
ЖЕ AUNT TILOY! 


Ann თარ, WHIP THE DOOR OPEN ANO SLAM IT SHUT DEHINO YOU SO 
NO MAN“iN-SLACK GAN EVER SLI IN WITH YOU. THEN SHE'LL ESCORT 
YOU IN, АМО MAYBE POUN YOU SOME TEA... AND MAYBE IF YOU'RE 
"SPECIALLY GOOD, SHE'LL BIVE YOU А 79647. SHE'LL UNFASTEN THE 
WHITE LAGE АТ WER NECK AND CHEST AND, FOR А GRIEF MOMENT, SHOW 
WHAT LIES BENEATH... THE LONG BLUE AUTOPSY SCAR oy .. 


ფრი! ало sewn’, 








